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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIRFORCE wfg e

SUBJECT: Pclicy Relating to the Official Identification of

Projez:s
DISCOVERER, SENTRY, and MIDAS.

Refereace is made to , saries. of by Rge M on{ex . ot he.
discussions relating to thc'%:oi-ionéﬁgh of the ::i:kct Projects as a resu!
of which it nas Deen agre~d that the several elements of WS-117L shou.d
be separately {dentified and develcpment continued on the basis of individua.
missions as distinguished from blanket priority assigned to WS-117L.
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not f:lly understood thrcughout the departments concerned, This has ve-
suited i1 some confusion and a tendency, both in public and ciassified
ccrreepcndence, to asscciate the several pro,ects with each other,

’1;

It would be appreciated Uf the contente.of this memorandum it
disseminated in order that the projects identiffod 3s DISCOVERER ind
MIDAS may stand alons and without further refereacs te SIENTRY, or
ws‘ll?l‘. =
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Program definitions are as follows: =~ = - %0

DISCOVERER

Project DISCOVERER is an open-ended series of satellite lauzchings»
utiliging initiaily the Thor JRBM ae a basic booster, intended to carry out
certain vehicle tests, bic-medical flighte, and recovery experiments. Init:al

s flighte involve the deveiopment _o!'-n‘Ltienn' techniques, componente, and
~A systems, Upper stagee wi.l Se uged ajong with the bocsters {oz,thease sl gtre,
The orbital life wiii vary from short pericds to lang periods, the orbite wili .
vary ‘n aititude, ard the i-:%ia! satellite ir 2»k:2 wd}} weigh appraximate:y
i, 300 pourds, The DISCOVERER eeries will be launched initially from the
Pacific Missile Rarge, Callfornia, into near poiar orbits, A number of the s
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Iritial recovery operations will be conducted in air or at sea morth of the
Hawailan Islands, Tracking and/or data acquisition stations will be lccated
in California, Alaska, Hawall, and om shipboard south of the Pacific Missile -
Range, ‘ _ ,

SENTRY

Project SENTRY involves a series of satellite launchirgs, wtilizing
recovery and film readout techniques for the p o e of counﬁnlﬁﬁrf:ﬁ*‘g ’
sl recconatssance, The SENTRY satellites will be laurched
init1ally from the Pacific Missile Range, California, into near polar c=bite,
Thia series of firings is mission-oriented, even during its R&D ptase, with

boosters and upper stages designed to pro: Q%d 2 Altitude sy
crbital lifs, and trajectories, depe 1am the p i
chjective to be meat, Bth recevery readcut azd electvonic techriquens are

uncer develcpriernt ir this pregram,

MIDAS
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based, ir{ra-red secsing system designed to piévddd maximum war

Tiesile launchings or cther strategic attacks against the Unlted States,
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Roy W, Jckason
m“ctor RIS LRt
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